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A Christmas Abroad
TET ~OFHIAFE T Hi

When [ was a student, I studied Russian, and in England, if you study a foreign language, you usually have
to spend a year at a university in the country where the language is spoken. Consequently, one very cold
Christmas I found myself in Moscow in, what was then, the Soviet Union. At that time, under Communism,
Christianity was not encouraged and Russians couldn’t celebrate Christmas in the same way as they can today.
However, the Russian Orthodox Church was allowed to function to a limited degree, and I was able to attend a
Russian Orthodox Christmas service in Moscow.

Orthodox churches are different to the churches that I grew up with in England. They are lit with candles and
are beautifully decorated with gold and many paintings. There is incense in the air and the atmosphere is very
intense. Also, the Orthodox priests wear very elaborate clothes and, with their long beards, look extremely
grand and imposing. When the service was over, [ was surprised by an old couple who invited me to their
apartment to have lunch with them saying, “It’s Christmas.”

Their apartment was very small and it was obvious that they were just ordinary people living on a pension
from the State. However, they were extremely generous and gave me plenty of food and drink. We talked
about many things and I had a very enjoyable time.

I will always remember the old couple I met in Moscow many years ago. They did not know me, but still they
had the generosity and kindness to share their food and time with me. I learnt from them that Christmas is not
simply about having a great time with family and friends, but rather it is about sharing with and giving to
everyone.

Andrew Gorringe (GEZEZFEL)



