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How long, O Lord?
Psalms13:2 - 3
The psalmist whose words are recorded in Psalm 13 feels that God has forgotten him
How long, O Lord? Will you forget me forever?
How long will you hide your face from me?
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts
and every day have sorrow in my heart? (Psalm 13:1-2)

We too ask, “How long?” How long until we can stop wearing masks? How long until life goes back
to normal? How long until there is a vaccine for everybody? And we get different answers! Of course
there will be a vaccine by next month. Well, we're hoping for early next year. Six to nine months is a
reasonable estimate!

What is truth, and what is “fake news”? Who do we believe? This isn’t just a modern problem. In the
Old Testament, the prophet Jeremiah gives the people God’s message that the exile to Babylon will end after
70 years, and not to believe anything else. At the same time, another prophet is been telling them that
they will be back in their own land in two years. Of course the people wanted to believe that the shorter
time was correct, just as we would like to believe that a vaccine will be available quickly, but Jeremiah was
right about a long wait, and we too will probably have to wait for a vaccine.

It can be very hard to decide what is true, even when people claim to be speaking for God. However,
the words of Jesus can be trusted, and he makes promises with no time constraints!

“And surely, I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”

“The water I give will become in the believer a spring of water welling up to eternal life.”

How long for? Forever! Starting right now, if we choose to believe and accept
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