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The Importance of Love
Corinthians 13: 1, 2

This scripture reading comes from Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians,
in which he writes advice on various topics, instructing us how to live our daily
lives. Paul introduces Chapter 13, which deals with the importance of having love
in our lives, by telling us that the “most excellent way to live” is the way of love.
This does not mean talking about love, nor being selective in how or to whom we
express our love. It is a way of life, every day, where love is reflected in our
actions to those around us.

The love shared by a man and woman who decide to become husband and
wife is only one kind of love - a love that is based on feelings. The love Paul
is referring to can most readily be seen when expressed through action. For
example, it is a decision to consider the needs of others ahead of our own needs.
It is a decision to live sacrificially, to give without demanding a favor in return
or to overlook an offense. It must be a “true love” and one that expresses itself
in action, as is also pointed out in the scriptures by John (1 John 3: 18) where he
writes, “---our love should not be just words and talk; it must be true love, which
shows itself in action.”

We can also see this idea of love through action in Verse 4, where Paul
reminds us that love is “patient and kind”. Kindness is a big step in the Christian
aim to “overcome evil with good.” Acts of kindness most often cost no money, nor
require a lot of effort or planning on your part. To pay a visit to someone, to say
a kind word of cheer or comfort, to convey friendliness by a handshake - all of
these are acts of kindness and love. Paul refers to this again in Chapter 14, when
he says that we should strive for love and spiritual gifts, “especially the gift of
proclaiming God's message” (14:1) through which we can speak to others and give
them help, encouragement, and comfort (14: 3) . In this way we can demonstrate
our love and kindness through action.

How important is this love in our life? Paul says that it is more important
than what we know, more important than how generous we are, and even more
important than our faith, the language we use and what we say. It is so important
that Paul writes, * *-+if I have no love, I am nothing.” (13: 2)

How else can we describe the kind of “love” Paul is referring to in Chapter
13? From a Christian perspective this love is a decision to receive and respond
to God's love. Stated very simply, but ever so profoundly, the Bible tells us that
“God is Love” (1 John 4:8) . There are many other passages in the Bible that give
us God's definition of love, but perhaps the most well = known verse is John 3:16,
which reads:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”

John Anderson (3£EEA})
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True Love
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Two recent events have shocked and saddened me. The first is a natural
disaster, the terrible destruction caused by the earthquakes in Kumamoto. 29
years ago, Kumamoto city was my first home in Japan and I lived just behind
the castle. I remember being taken by Japanese friends to Mt. Aso for the first
time, and marvelling at the beautiful and unique landscape of the area. I have
many happy memories of my life there and I was very worried about my friends.
I found the earthquakes we felt here in Nagasaki to be very unnerving; they
must have been terrifying in Kumamoto. Thankfully, my friends are all safe and
unharmed, although some of their homes were severely damaged and some spent
time in evacuation centres, or sleeping in their cars, or had to move away to stay
with relatives.

The second event is a man-made disaster, the current situation in my
home country, the United Kingdom, since the referendum last week when people
voted to leave the European Union. I am deeply disturbed to see news reports
of increasing openly racist behaviour and attacks against anyone who appears to
be a foreigner. I am ashamed by the words of some politicians and other public
figures who appear to have acted out of greed and pride. I am sad to hear that
people voted to leave the EU believing that their vote was meaningless.

Both these events make me feel powerless and overwhelmed, but I find hope
in the words of today's scripture, the First Letter of John, which urge us to show
love by taking action. This is what AFW], the Association of Foreign Wives of
Japanese, a group of foreign women I belong to, did in the areas hit hardest by the
earthquake. They contacted families in the remote and isolated areas which were
not receiving any disaster relief, found out what those people needed, collected
money and goods and took them to those in need.

I can't do anything about the situation in the UK, but especially now that
Japan has lowered the age of voting to 18, I sincerely hope that those of you who
have the right to vote understand that your vote does mean something, and that

you will use it in the upcoming election.
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