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The average evaluations seem satisfactory, given that this is a required general studies course taught in
English. The lower evaluations come for Questions 15-17, largely due to the ratings given by the two
students in the lower motivation group. How we interest the students who do not prepare and review, and
who therefore do not understand and do not find the classes interesting, is a vicious circle which creates a
problem in all classes, not just this one. Whereas [ am happy that the majority are learning, I hope to go on

finding ways to make sure that the minority also make progress.
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Next year’s English Department second year class will have 50 students, and the potential for students not being
able to follow the class is much greater. Although I plan to continue teaching in English, it may be necessary to
insist that students prepare by reading their Japanese Bibles before class so that they can follow more easily in
English.
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The course involved weekly reading assignments based on Japanese culture supplemented with
teacher-provided timed reading exercises. The students hopefully learned to improve their reading speed and
comprehension. The students appeared to respond reasonably well to the course. There were no major
problems judging by the way the students responded to the class. It should be noted that the class which did
this evaluation is the “upper” of two levels, so it is to be expected the “lower” students may not have
responded quite so positively. However, having had feedback in the form of informal conversation and
looking at evaluation materials such as quizzes and timed reading reports, it seems the lower classes still

learned something positive from the course.
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This course will no longer be offered in the next academic year.
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