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Psalm 119:105 in the Good News Bible reads: “Your word is a lamp to guide me and a light for
my path”. Reading the Bible is a custom for believers. Yet, we tend to forget that the Bible as
readily available as it is today, was once basically unobtainable. During his daily interactions with
ordinary people, William Tyndale felt that all people should have access to the Bible, regardless of
their status. A courageous thought to have in England during the early 1500’s. It was a very
different time, where translating the Bible into English was illegal. Parents, for example were
sentenced to death for teaching their children the English version of the Lord’s Prayer. The Bible
was only available in Latin. Latin was only understood by the very few who could afford an
education. In addition, Bible translation was strictly limited to a select minority. Consequently, the
general population suffered under these conditions. People also could not read the scriptures for
themselves, thus missing crucial biblical truths such as salvation and grace. This reality was
something Tyndale could not settle for. Obviously, Tyndale experienced strong opposition when he
requested formal permission to start with independent translation work. Thankfully, this did not
deter him. Relocating to Germany enabled Tyndale to continue with his mission. At times, Tyndale
must have wondered if this mission would ever succeed. Many trials and constant persecution
tested his resolve. He was later betrayed, imprisoned, and martyred. Tyndale’s brave
perseverance ensured that the English Bible became accessible. It is said that Tyndale’s original
translations largely shaped The King James Version. 1 Peter 1:25 (Good News Bible) reminds us:
“but the word of the Lord remains forever.” This word is the Good News that was proclaimed to
you.
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