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Can We All Get Along?

(=< DEEANDFHK 12E 9 ~ 18 i)

On March 3, 1991, Los Angeles taxi driver Rodney King was involved in a
high-speed chase with the police. When he was caught, four police officers were
videotaped beating King as he lay defenceless on the ground. The following year,
the police officers were found not guilty of doing anything wrong, which led to
six days of rioting by some of the angry citizens of Los Angeles who believed
King was not given justice. At the height of the riots, King appeared on television,
disturbed by the violence that overwhelmed the city in his name, and appealed to
everybody, “can we all get along?”

Today, we live in different times, but many of the problems that existed
in 1992 are still with us. On top of those troubles, there is also the rise of
international terrorism. As of the time of this writing, the capital city of my
country, London, has been victim to three different recent attacks, one in
Westminster near the world-famous Big Ben, one on London Bridge and the latest,
an attack on Muslim worshippers coming out of Finsbury Park Mosque. While
it would be incredibly naive to imagine there is a simple solution to any of these
problems, Rodney King’s plea still rings true, “can we all get along?”

One of the keys to these and many other problems afflicting us is that too
often we look at what separates us, what makes us different from each other,
before we consider what things we may have in common. We tend to notice
differences first and unfortunately many do not look further before similarities
start to become apparent. This is not to say we must all believe the same things,
such as people from different religions may not agree on many issues, but the
devotion they both have to their religion in a way unites them. If that common
devotion can be seen as something that they share, rather than split them apart, it
could be a foundation upon which to grow. Maybe it could be possible for us to “all
get along”.

This is a very simplistic and even naive viewpoint on an incredibly complex
set of issues, but it may be the starting point for progress in getting past these
problems that plague us in these troubled times-it may be hope where currently
there is none. We cannot expect everyone to believe what we believe, to see what
we see, and to feel in their hearts the same as we do, but perhaps looking for our
similarities is the first step we must all take. Will we then be prepared to take the
next step? And the one after that? It will not be easy, but if we are, then together
perhaps there is a hopeful answer to Rodney King's question, “can we all get
along?”

Richard Bent (GEFEZEL)
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